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when the battle was, they were several miles asunder.1
Duke of Marlborough was yesterday an hour with
the Queen; it was set him at twelve at noon, when it
was likely his visit should be shortest.2 Mr. St. John was
with her just before, and Mr. Harley just after. The
Duke's behaviour was with the most abject submission;
that he was the meanest of her Majesty's instruments; her
humble creature, a poor worm; etc. This I had from a
Lord to whom the Queen told it; for the Ministers never
tell any thing; and it is only by picking out and comparing
that one can ever be the wiser for them^/I took leave yes-
terday of Lord Peterborough, who is going in a day or two
to Vienna: I said I wished he were going to Spain; he
told me, he hoped his present journey would be to mor^
purpose; and by what I can gather, they will use all means
to make as speedy a peace as possible, with safety and
honour.3 Lord Rivers tells me he will not set out for Han-
over this month. I asked him about his late reception
there, because the town was full of stories about it; he as-

1 The reference is to the capture of the English forces in Spain
under General Stanhope at Brihuega, and to the subsequent defeat of
Stanhope's ally, General Staremberg, at Villa Viciosa. It was reported
in London two days previously (Luttrell, oj>. cit.y vi, 671) that the French
Commander, Vendome, was pursuing Staremberg, but Staremberg
escaped. In the eyes of the Tories Stanhope could not do right, but
owing to the scantiness of the supplies, the course which he took
seems to have been necessary and to have been adopted without
opposition from Staremberg.

* Marlborough had returned from the Continent on the previous
day, and " was welcomed by the populace with undiminished enthu-
siasm." Queen Anne received him that evening, but was " too much
embarrassed at her first interview with her former friend to talk of any
other subject than the weather." The next morning, however, she
declared her pleasure with no uncertainty, and informed Marlborough
that he must not expect a vote of thanks from the Parliament. At a
subsequent interview she desired him to bring her the Duchess's key
as Mistress of the Robes (Wyon, op. cit.y ii, 263).

3 Lord Peterborough's appointment as Ambassador Extraordinary
to Vienna was due primarily to a desire to send him out of London,
but his departure did not take place for a fortnight owing to a fresh
inquiry by the House of Lords into the conduct of the war in Spain.
When dining with Harley for the second time (supra, p. 213, n. 2}
Swift had met Peterborough (supra, pp. 39, 73), whom he had not
seen for some years, and on their renewing their acquaintance Peter-
borough " grew mightily fond " of him. On this occasion Peterborough
prophesied that " Stanhope would lose Spain before Christmas *
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